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Types of Interpersonal Relationships and Interaction Logics:
Expansion of the Differential Mode of Association

Theory for Modern Chinese Society

REN Min
( Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract ; Interpersonal relationship is a classical topic in sociological research. Fei Xiaotong’ s Differen-
tial Mode of Association and the moral factor as interaction logic thereof wonderfully pictured the answer in the
traditional Chinese society. After more than half of a century, this paper tries to further Fei’ s theory to apply
it to modern China. It says that Differential Mode of Association still works well as to illustrate the structure of
an agent’ s actions in social relations while the logics in the Mode need discussing and modifying for essentially
the society has been no longer traditional. The paper argues that as more and more kinds of new relationships
arise in our life, especially those happen and develop in public sphere, more and more logics need to be acti-
vated to deal with them. The author abstracts six main logics to expand the Differential Mode of Association
theory ; feeling logic, traditional moral logic, face-saving logic, technologic logic, institutional logic, and
modern moral logic. Lastly, the author suggest that adequate logics produce valid relationships, while inade-
quate logics will lead to invalid ones, even the broken.

Key words: differential mode of association; interpersonal relationships; behavior logics
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